PARENTAGE   AND   BOYHOOD
Lady Bute died in 1794; so we are depending on what
Lady Louisa remembered when she was eighty-two of what
she had read before she was fifty. On the other hand,
what she read then had been written by Lady Maty when
the events were fresh *and vivid,
The story of the Walpoles is told as it concerns Lady
Mary's friend, " the beautiful Dolly Walpole," Robert
Walpole's sister, who (unlike her brother) was " endowed
with only a moderate portion of sense/' Mr* Walpole,
not yet Sir Robert, had brought her to town "in hopes
that her beauty, the pride of his county, might captivate
something superior to a Norfolk squire/* But, according
to Lady Mary Wortley's transmitted account, "being
immersed in politics, and careless of what passed at home,
he left his sister to the guidance of his wife, an empty
coquettish affected woman, anything rather than correct in
her own conduct or spotless in her fame; greedy of admira-
tion and extremely dissatisfied at having to share it with
the younger, fairer inmate/* Accordingly, if we are to
believe Lady Mary, Mrs. Walpole allowed and even en-
couraged the girl to compromise herself, while Lady Mary*
though still unmarried, acted as " her simple friend's pro-
tecting genius/* But in an evil hour, while the good genius
was away from London, Dolly Walpole was led into an
acquaintance with Lady Wharton and told all her secrets to
a "woman equally unfeeling and unprincipled, flattering,
canting, affecting prudery and even sanctity, yet in reality
as abandoned and unscrupulous as her husband himseE
So/* Lady Louisa adds (witli perhaps a touch of deprecation),
" said the journal/* The result was that in one of these
confidential conversations, when Mrs* Walpole had done
something particularly spiteful, and Mr. Walpole happened
to be out of town* Lady Wharton pressed the girl to leave
her brother's house for a few days and be her guest,
c* Now, Lord Wharton's character was so infamous, and